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WHAT does David Cameron;s predecessor
and mentor, Micbael Howard, tbin:kof the
young;leader's plan for green taxes to
discourage aittr.vel:?

Probably not a lot. For, as 'the local MP;
Howard has given his enthusiastic backing to a
monstrous scheme to turn the little airfieJd at
Lydd,in the middleof RomneyMarsh, into a
huge"newLondonuirport'1with SOOtOOO
lravellers a year initially - rising eventually to
two miUion.The man behind the plan is the
airfield'sowntl', Saudi arms dealer Sheikh Fahad
al..Athelr,t\fo,rmerbusinesspartnerof Jona.tha:n
Aitken.

The proposedair tenninalwHl be next to Lt
world-renownedRSPBreserveanda supremely
beaJ,Jdfu]areaofwUderness. Even theqQEPtSo
S,BERA(South..East Bngl,nndRegional
Assembly), which ISusuaJlypro..development,
has come out against it. So have the RSPB and
the Council lo Protect Rural Bngland. But not
MichnelHoward or theTory-corttroUedKent
CoumtyCOUllCiJ,who are supporting the
scheme because they think iCIl bring jobs to the
area, regardless of the environmental
consequences.

Ifthis iSII1"tenough Lopersuade Dovel.ohave a
quiet word wHh How~rd, he should 81.80be aware
that theschemehas dlre consequencesforoneof
his paro/'s elder statesmen. If the ,ajrporti$ built,
pill Deedes's hOJl1~8olfcou.rseatLittlestone~
ban.gnext to it, \vnt be turned into a clon.eof
Hounslow.
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,UWe,teedsome "bluesky rhinking'O'lt thi;,r"
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